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Butcher Block Installation

A butcher block top brings the natural warmth and beauty of wood into your space while adding
everyday functionality. Because wood is a natural material, it expands and contracts with changes
in temperature and humidity. Proper installation allows the wood to move as it needs to—helping
prevent cracking or warping over time. This guide will walk you through how to support your
butcher block correctly, so it stays both beautiful and durable for years to come.

1. The top must be secured in several places all the way around the top. A good rule of thumb
would be every 20”-24”. If the overhang is on the end grain a skirt board should be used to
control end movement. (please see the attached “Butcher Block Top Support” guide)

2. All tops with a 10” overhang or more need support and top attached to that support. The top
should not be altered to install supports.

3. Drill a hole 1/4” larger than the screw you are using for the mounting to a bracket/block. Use
an oversized washer to make sure the head of the screw does not pull through the mounting
hole.

4. It is suggested to pre-drill the screw hole in the butcher block to prevent splitting.

5. If you have an oiled finish on your top, it must be maintained regularly.

(see “Oiled Top Maintenance” guide)

6. A range of 40%—55% humidity is important when outdoor temperatures range between 50-85
degrees. This keeps your home comfortable and problem-free, with wood cabinetry looking
and performing at its best.

Storage is just as important. If the top is not going to be installed for some time it needs to lay
flat with air able to get to all sides of the top. It is also important to rotate every 24 - 48 hours
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FAQS on Butcher Block Tops

Q: What if the top is installed in a room with a fireplace?

A: It depends on the type of fireplace. A propane fireplace adds humidity to the air, while a wood-
burning fireplace tends to dry the room out. It is important to keep the rooms humidity well-
balanced to protect your butcher block top.

Q: What is the best way to clean a butcher Block top?

A: If it has a sprayed finish, light soap (dish soap) and water are all you should need, just be sure to
not let pools of water sit on the surface for long periods of time. If you have an oil finish, please
see our Oiled Top Maintenance guide for care instructions.

Q: Where do | need to measure the humidity level?

A: We recommend monitoring the humidity in close proximity to your top.

Q: What if my cabinet does not have a way to attach the top on all sides?

A: We're here to help! Just ask your designer about adding this service to your project.
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